ALFRED NOBEL THE MAN
was more cautious, and was reluctant to borrow money, a question
on which the conflict of opinion was occasionally somewhat acute.
" The main point," wrote Alfred, " and it is the only question on
which our views differ, is that you build first, and then look about
for the wherewithal, whereas I propose in future first to find the
wherewithal, and then to expand. If we eliminate this distinction,
I am as much in favour of expansion as you are." But after
another conflict of this kind, Alfred wrote to Ludwig: " I was
more delighted than you can imagine by your exceedingly friendly
letter from Vienna. We are both in the decline of life, and
approaching the evening of our days; this is certainly not a time
for yielding to trivialities, such as are at the root of most of what
is known as strife. You think and feel on too big a scale to be
that way inclined, and as for me, I am at peace with all and sundry,
except myself. You are the last person with whom I would wish
to have any difference, and if there has been any shadow between
us, it has long ago been obliterated by the * Let there be light' of
the heart/'
This sense of family loyalty was manifested in other ways too.
As we have seen, Alfred Nobel was a radical both in religious and
in political matters, and there can be no doubt that his attitude
of mind had been affected by the Russian milieu in which he had
grown up. Like Shelley, he had a certain leaning towards
" Bolshevism "; but his radicalism was of a very gentle kind,
and he was always afraid of wounding anyone, and in this way,
too, he was akm to Shelley. He liked to give expression to his
" atheism," and in letters to persons of similar views there axe
several sarcastic remarks about the beliefs of Christianity, which
are not always in the best of taste. He had something of the iSth
century dogmatic hatred of priests, but such remarks were in
essence a, f aeon de porter rather than an indication of real convictioB*
He was, above all, an extravagant idealist, and as such had a
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